Mr. P. L. Sclater on two new Tanagers, 377 

vallatpe) oij the dorsum, about 2 inches in advance off itho frenum ; 
the muscles dfi.the tongue and their action were minutely described ; 
also those of the! larynx and pharynx. ‘ ■ lo hi eioop.iY 

The brain, which weighed only 3; oz., presented a, narrow, elon- 
gated, ^depressed form; the back part of the cerebral hemispheres 
resting against, y but nOt overlapping, the cerebellum. The hemi- 
spheres showed a few symmetrical convolutions they were united 
by a large corpus callosum : the olfactory lobes are very large and 
hollow. Many plexuses and other peculiarities of the vascular system 
were hoticed. 

This memoir will appear, illustrated with numerous figures, in the 
Transactions of the Society. • • -f'-'rqqo -vd.: 

Descriptions of Tw^o New Tanagers in the British 
Museum. By Philip Lutley Sclater, M.A. 

1. Chlorospingus melanotis, Sclater. C, suj^ra nigro-plwn- 
beuSfdorso imo hrunnescentiore : alis caudague hrunnescentihmf 
illis jpenitus nigricantibiis : loris et capitis laterihus cutn regione 
quriculari nigris ; subtus pallide ochraceg-rufm 
nigricante ; ventre medio dilutiore rosiro nigro : pedibus 

Long, tota 5*25 poll., aim 2*5, caudm 2:^5? 

JT«5. in Nova Grenada. Mus. Brit. ' r - 

0 ^ 5 . Species rostro et forma Chlorospingo atrppileo, ^^^ sed ab 
hoc et aliis hujus generis colore corporis infer! 
distinguenda. 

This little species, of which there are two examples in the National 
Collection, both apparently Bogota skins, differs from all its conge- 
ners in the colouring of the lower surface of , the body, which is of a 
pale reddish buff, growing much whiter in the middle of the belly. 
Above the plumage is, leadncoloured, with a greenish tinge super- 
induced towards? the lower part of the back. The wings and tail are 
brown, with slight greenish edgings; the ear-coyerts and whole side 
of the face are blackij In the second specimen, apparently not so 
mature, there is a hght-cplpured spot on the front, just above the 
nostrils. The bill of this -species agrees with that of Chlorospingus 
atropileus, iujhe, but is rather straighter in form, as in 

C^verticalisy (Lafr,). ■ rf"; 

2. Tachyphonu^^ ^AN^^ Ty nigro-cinereus, 

subtus d^Mtipt: aMlis et teci^^ subalaribus albis: dorso 
nostico citreo-flavo : rostrO et pedibus nig ris, 

LeJ^g. tota 

Hab, in Nov. Grenada. , Mus. Brit. 

< ’ ^ ' MiiOJ OSBO .OiiJ ‘O : 

This bird; seerasrintermpji^^a^ Tachyphonus and Pyranga, 

and might be placed ipj ieitherr o|) these- groups, The: white, axillary 
jfeathers point to: the forjner genus, the . yellp to the latter. 

The bill,, however, ismore cppij)ressed than is usual in and 

agrees nearly with, tlmt of Tgehyphonu^ cQrqna tus,(y \^^ The upper 
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plumage has a mottled appearance, caused by the feathers being cen- 
trally black and broadly edged with cinereous. In the middle of the 
back is a perceptibly greenish gloss. The only examples I have seen 
of this as of the former species are in the British Museum, where 
Mr. G. 11. Gray’s uniform kindness affords me every opportunity of 
studying the collection under his care. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bohemian Forests and Feat-hogs, By Dr. Hochstetter*. 

The primitive forests on Prince Schwarzenberg’s domain, viz. at 
Krumau, Winterberg, and Stubenbach, may at a considerable distance 
be easily distinguished from the cultivated and regularly cut forests 
by their irregular and angular outlines ; whilst the cupola-shaped 
summits of the firs rise considerably above the pyramidal pine-tops. 
Seen from an elevation, the difference between the primitive forest, 
with its withered tops and somewhat scattered trees, and the compact 
and verdant cultivated forest, is still more striking. 

In some lecalities in the interior of the forests, the trees stand in 
straight lines of 150 to 200 feet [= 155-55 to 207*4 English feet] 
in length, as if planted so. Wherever the seeds do not find in the 
deep vegetable soil a site favourable for germination, their growth is 
exclusively confined to the roots and prostrate stems in a state of de-. 
composition. Long after these stems have completely rotted away, 
their original length and situation are visible from the rectilinear 
arrangement of the"^younger trees, growing in the mouldering sub- 
stance of the decayed veterans. This growth of the young plant on 
the decaying roots and stems serves also to explain the frequent 
occurrence of trees supported above the ground by means of exposed 
columnar roots, and, as it is termed, ‘^standing on stilts.” ‘ 

The age of the pines and the firs iii the primitive forests reaches as 
much as 300 to 500 years ; the pines grow occasionally to 200 feet 
in height, and contain 1900 cubic feet 2118*5 English cubic 
feet] of wood in their stem alone. One of the finest of the firs, 30 
feet [= 31*1 1 English feet] in circumference at a man’s height, 
stood in the Brandelwald, near Unter-MuTdau V it was lately blown 
down, and it is estimated to contain 30 klafters [==. 3012*03 English 
cubic feet] of fire-wood. Besides pines and firs, the forests in ques- 
tion contain beeches, maples, elms, birches, willows, and some, but 
very few, yew trees. j .} 

At present the extent of Prince Schwarzenberg’s primitive forests is 
estimated at 30,000 Austrian acres [=42,560 English acres] ; and the 
quantity of wood in them at 6y millions of Idafters [=652,606,500 
English cubic feet] . A large portion of the wood from these forests 
is consumed in the neighbourhood for the use of the glass-furnaces, 

q 1 »\n " nr r 

* From the Proceedings of the Imperial Geological Institute of Vienna, 
Jan. 23, 1855. Translated and communicated by Count Marschall. 


